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Call for papers: Voices from the Mediterranean – Oriental Echoes
Teatro Laboratorio Alkestis - Centro di Ricerca e Sperimentazione, from now on Teatro Alkestis -  is launching an interdisciplinary project of international cultural cooperation named “Voices from the Mediterranean – Oriental echoes”, which combines academic research and artistic products.  The project has been thought as an imaginary itinerant voyage that starts in an undefined far-away Orient and through the Middle-East, Africa and the Mediterranean basin, reaches the island of Sardinia (Italy) from which it departs to explore the less knows aspects of Iran, from the point of view of female cultural products. The voyage symbolizes a pathway leading from war to peace. 
The project consists of a series of initiatives that firstly aim to promote intercultural dialogue and new opportunities of confrontation about not very well-known themes, often altered by the deforming mirror of the media. The other aims of the project is to contribute to the diffusion of a “culture of peace”and art promoted by UNESCO.  

As a result Voices from the Mediterranean – Oriental echoes has received the Patronage of the Italian National Commission of UNESCO, the Italian Institution for African and Oriental Studies and it is supported by the local Government of Sardinia and the local institutions. 
Over the last decades Sardinia has made strong endeavours to promote international cooperation at all levels and has therefore become an important centre of cultural interchange, particularly since being named, by the European Commission, Joint Managing Authority  and leader in the preparation of the cooperation programme European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument -E.N.P.I.- between the EU and the Mediterranean Region.
Therefore, Teatro Alkestis is seeking contributions from academics, researchers, artists, or anyone whit an interest in the 5 topics proposed. Each corresponds to a stage of the voyage. The themes are the following. 

  Anam: The Nameless - Tiziano Terzani and the Orient. 

  Conflicts of Silence. Africa, the forgotten countries and the wars for power.  
  Divine Rapture. Sufism: Implications and peculiarities. 
  Mediterranean Stars: Maria Carta and Umm Kulthum. 

  Someone Who Is Like Anyone. The facet of Iran behind the facade. 
Each topic will be discussed during conferences held by experts, researchers, journalists and artists from several countries. To each theme is associated a Call for Paper and a series of art events such as concerts, movies, theatre and photography exhibitions. 
The titles for the Call for Papers are the following: 

1)  Tiziano Terzani: “on peace and war” in the heart of human beings
2) Ancient chains for modern slaveries: silent conflicts in contemporary Africa
3) “Many ways lead to God. I chose that of dance and music…” (Mevlana) – The sublime   way of dance and music in the divine world of Sufism
4) “We loved you for your voice”: Maria Carta and Umm Kulthum as Mediterranean and international artists
5) Women: writers, poets and intellectuals in contemporary Iran

The whole programme can be downloaded from the web site www.teatroalkestis.it (Home Page > Voci dal Mediterraneo. Riflessi d’Oriente > Consulta il programma della manifestazione). 

The best Papers will be published within a collection, after the conclusion of the programme.  

ELEGIBILITY 
The articles may be submitted by anyone who  has developed  research, studies or simple interest towards the topics of the Call for Papers. 


INSTRUCTIONS FOR AUTHORS
Every article have to be declared, in a detached sheet (or file), dated und signed, as the author’s own intellectual property. The contributions, in English or Italian language, have to be submitted to the Secretariat of Teatro Alkestis in .doc format (Ms Word), possibly zipped, to the e-mail address callforpapers@teatroalkestis.it or by snail mail, in three copies, with floppy disk or CD-ROM containing the files, to the address: 
Teatro Laboratorio Alkestis 
Centro di Ricerca e Sperimentazione 
Soc. Coop. 
Via Sebastiano Satta, 49 
09128 CAGLIARI 
ITALY

Contributions must respect the following criteria: 

  The length of papers is limited to 10 pages (A4, Times New Roman or Arial, 12 dpi, line spacing 1,5)
  The papers must be written in English or Italian
  All submissions must be in Microsoft Word.doc
  Copyright information: Submission of a paper indicates the author's permission to publish the paper in papery format for distribution without compensation to the author
  Legal disclaimer: We accept no responsibility or liability whatsoever with regard to the information in papers. Formal quality as well as content is responsibility of authors
  Footnotes with references must follow Vancouver style, according with the following scheme: 

  Books: SURNAME, Name, Title. Subtitle, Publisher, Place of publishing, Date of publishing, page number(s) separated by a dash “-“ 

  Articles: SURNAME, Name, “Article title”, in Journal name, Number / year or date of publication, page number(s) separated by a dash “-“ 

Teatro Alkestis will inform the Author of the proposal reception for contributions sent by e-mail. The sheets with the contribution must be anonymous without recognition signs, signatures or any indication to the Author’s name or surname. Authors have to send, in a detached sheet (or file, in case of electronic submission), their personal and contact details, a short biographical and professional profile and the title of paper, besides a declaration of paternity of the work and an authorization to the treatment of personal data, according with the Italian law D. Lgs. 196/2003), dated and signed. 

Files and letters containing personal information will be fostered by Teatro Alkestis Secretariat, and not visible to anyone until the end of selection. 

Selected papers will be prized presented during the conferences connected to that particular theme, and then published in a collection. 

SELECTION PROCESS 
Every proposed contribute will be evaluated by a “blind review” commission, composed by experts of history, literature and performing arts, who,  in order to guarantee impartiality, will remain anonymous. The commission will select the papers and will transmit them to Teatro Alkestis Secretariat, that will identify the authors with their personal data. 

Commission will not be able to identify the name and surname of the papers. 

Preferential criteria will be: adherence to the chosen theme, the use of very good English or Italian, a very personal style, scientific accuracy and a qualified bibliography. 

INFORMATION 
Information on Call for Papers may be asked writing to the e-mail address: info@teatroalkestis.it 

DEADLINES FOR CONTRIBUTIONS 
Contributions must be submitted by the following deadlines (for papery contribution will be considered the postmark): 

1) Tiziano Terzani, or “on peace and war” in the heart of man: 20/06/2007. 
2) Ancient chains for new slaveries: silence conflicts in contemporary Africa: 20/06/2007. 
3) “Many ways bring to God. I chose that of dance and music…” (Mevlana) – The sublime way of dance and music in the divine world of Sufism: 14/08/2007. 
4) “We loved you for your voice”: Maria Carta and Umm Kulthum as Mediterranean and international artists: 12/09/2007. 
5) Women writers, intellectuals and poets in contemporary Iran: 16/10/2007. 

Director of Teatro Alkestis: 
Massimo Michittu 

Project Designers: 
Dott. Andrea Duranti 
Sabrina Mascia 
Dott. Matteo Tuveri 
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